Among Many West Indies Problems .. .....

ay Out of Anguillan Affgir

Britain Sees

[ By HUGH 0'sHA UGHNESY |

LONDON - Mr. Joseph Godber, the
British Minister of State responsible f:ur the
dependent territories of the Caribbean
recently announced a run-down of t_he
numbers of British troops and police

i on Anguilla.
stﬂlttl“:;:'E‘LI‘J{tli:: beginf:;ng of the end of another act
in the tragi-comedy which for four years has
pitted the 6,000 Anguillans and their leader,
Mr. Ronald Webster, against Mr. Rc_rbert
Bradshaw, the Premier of the unitary
Associated State of St. Kitts- Nevis - Anguilla.

But the news about Anguilla is only one of
a number of likely new political deve!upmeqts
this year in a region which because ﬂf Ill'S
diversity and fragmentation, faces Bl’ltﬂlll'l
with a greater concentration of colonial
problems than any other on the globe.

The problems began in May, 1967, when
the Anguillans proclaimed their secession
from the unitary state.

In the next few weeks the Britiah
Government s going to make one last effort
to get an agreed solution. The tactic will be to
try to persuade Mr. Bradshaw to give up,
temporarily at least, his claim to rule the
recalcitrant Anguillans.

ANGUILLA

With Anguilla cut free from rule from the
St. Kitts capital, Basseterre officials in
London feel that time and separation will
have their soothing effects and possibly allow
for some resumption of the relations between
the Kittitians and the Anguillans at some
future time.

If Mr. Bradshaw does not agree — and it is
unlikely that he wil — then surgery will be
performed. Anguilla ' jurisdically pe

According to the Act which set up the
various Associated States of the Caribbean —
besides St Kitts - 1S illa. y are
Antigua, Dominica t and
3 fesponsibility of Britain js

heres of foreign affairs and

Nierpretation of the Act.
Separation would allow the Anguillans to
‘nerge from I current administrative
lun_bu Where effective POWer is wielded by a2
British Commissioner

road to fyj| independence.

ere is Continuing talk of Dominica, St.

Luu::i_a and St. Vincent banding together and
Seeking fu]j Sovereignty .
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Honduras have so fir not solved anything,

The present Coniservative Governgent in
London is following in the footsteps of its
predecessors and telling the Belizeans that if
fthey want independence they will have to
assume the fuyll responsibility for their
defense.

Britain does not want to be landed with an
“open-ended commitment” to defend g3
sovereign Belize, but gt the same time
100,000 Belizeans with hundreds of miles of
open frontier with Guatemala have neither
the men nor the Mmoney to insure themselves
against possible Guatemala Incursions,

BAHAMAS

I'he question of defense is also one of the
factors affecting the progress to independence
of the Bahamas

The Bahamians dar€ not one in wanting
independence. While Mr. Lynden Pindling’s
predominantly black government sees it as an
eventual : the opposition United

independence to be put to g referendum. The
fnrthcnming general elections will doubtless
make it clear what the majority of the
Bahamiang want,

But
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ROBERT L. BRADSHAW

question of Patrolling the southern seg
frontier js going to be 3 difficult one

One solution envisaged in Whitehall js that
the U.S. which at the moment carries but
unotficial patrols in the area, pe asked to
undertake g3 contractual commitment to do
a0,

This might Produce friction with the
Cubans who may well be loathtoseethe task
of checking the anti-Castro raiders go to 1
country whose Presidents have in the past
openly €ncouraged them.

There Femain the tiniest British
dependencies . in the region, the Turks and
Caicos, the Caymans and Montserrat which

‘have no hope or desire of achieving

independence. [f is expected that they will be
allowed to remain direct dependencies of
Britain,

“"Nobody wants to drive thege particular
little chicken - = cold.” was the
remar;- icial summed up
thel r il Times)
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